Macrophage depletion using Cytodex.
Cytodex (microcarrier) beads were adapted for use as an adhering surface to deplete macrophages from a mouse spleen cell population. Non-adherent cells recovered from the incubation of one mouse spleen with 50 mg of Cytodex showed good viability and had markedly reduced proliferative response to the T cell mitogens phytohemagglutinin and concanavalin A. Response to lipopolysaccharide was, however, less clearly affected. Peritoneal exudate cells, and adherent cells recovered from the Cytodex by trypsinization, were able to restore the mitogenic response of non-adherent cells.